
SPECIAL TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 12, 2020 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
June 12, 2020 at 10:00 AM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers and virtually through 

Goto meeting.com. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Mayor de Haseth. 

Mayor de Haseth read the following statement into the record: 
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-69, issued by the Office of Governor Ron DeSantis on March 20, 2020, 
municipalities may conduct meetings of their governing boards without having a quorum of its members 
present physically or at any specific location, and utilizing communications media technology such as 
telephonic or video conferencing, as provided by Section 120.54(5)(b)2, Florida Statutes. The Commission 
Members appearing remotely were Mayor, Kristine de Haseth and Commissioner Besler. 

Town Clerk Armstrong informed that the agenda, the material for each item on the agenda, and the notice 
regarding the vi1tual meeting were made available beginning June 8, 2020. The Town Clerk also explained 
the methods of pa1ticipating in public comment and gave tips on participating virtually. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlbmt 
Commissioner Wiescholek 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

(Town Clerk' s Note: Mayor de Haseth and Commissioner Besler participated remotely.) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor de Haseth led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA (03:25) 
Town Manager Stevens requested to postpone items #7 & #8 to the July 6th Regular Town 
Commission Meeting and for item #9 to be postponed indefinitely at the request of 
Commissioner Wiescholek. She stated that these changes would help shorten the meeting in 
order to meet the deadlines required to place the Charter Amendment language on the ballot. 
Vice Mayor Coz asked when the deadline was, and Mayor de Haseth responded that the deadline 
was at noon, to which Town Manager Stevens concurred. 

Vice Mavor Coz moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Commissioner Besler. 
Motion Carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-02: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 

Florida, Submitting to Referendum an Amendment to the Town of Ocean Ridge Town 
Charter; Adopting Article VIII "Police Department", Section 8.01 "Preservation of Local 
Police Department" to Restrict the Abolishing, Merging, Outsourcing or Transferring of 
Police Department Services to Another Agency Or Entity; Establishing a Date for the 
Referendum; Establishing Polling Locations; Providing a Ballot Title and Question; 
Providing for Notice and Advertising of the Referendum; Providing for Codification; 
Providing for Severability; Providing for the Repeal of Laws in Conflict; and Providing for 
an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 



SPECIAL TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES JUNE 12, 2020 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2020-02 by title only into the record. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that he only made a minor change to the ordinance, which was to 
replace the word "citizens" with "residents" as requested by the Town Commission. He further 
advised that the Ordinance would just place the question on the August ballot and if passed it 
would require a supermajority of Town Commissioners and a referendum in order to merge, 
abolish or outsource the Police Department. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Public Comment: David Hutchins, 33 Harbour Drive North, endorsed Ordinance 2020-02 and 
he commented that the character of Ocean Ridge was highly dependent on the Police 
Department. He voiced his support for the Police Department and commented that the Ocean 
Ridge Police Department was an excellent public safety department that checked on the elderly 
in the community, knew the residents by name, and were there to protect them. He voiced his 
concern for losing the Police Department if they were to merge with the Sherriff's Department or 
the City of Boynton Beach. He commented that he was not in favor ofrequiring a supermajority, 
but he understood the need in this scenario. 

Vice Mayor Coz voiced his support for the Ordinance, but suggested to change the ordinance to 
require a simple majority from Town Commissioners rather than a supermajority. He stated that 
the Town Commission should not make it a habit of instituting supermajority requirements into 
ordinances. 

Commissioner Besler stated that he changed his mind from how he voted on first reading 
because even though he was against requiring supermajority, he understood the importance of 
requiring a supermajority in this case. He stated that the supermajority would save costs and time 
in the future. Commissioner Hurlburt concurred that she was also against supermajority, but 
understood the need for the extra layer for this purpose and voiced her support of Ordinance 
2020-02 as submitted. Commissioner Wiescholek also concurred with his dislike for 
supermajority, but also understood the need. Mayor de Haseth voiced her support for the 
ordinance as submitted. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-02 on second reading; seconded 
by Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion Carried 5-0. 

2. Resolution No. 2020-14: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Declaring a State of Local Emergency and Providing an Effective Date. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution 2020-14 by title only into the record. 

Town Attorney Shutt stated that the Resolution only served the purpose of codifying the Local 
State of Emergency that was passed by the Town Commission at the June 6, 2020 meeting. He 
further stated that the Resolution was an administrative procedure for procurement or actions 
taken by the Town Manager or Police Chief. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 
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Vice Mayor Coz asked what would happen if the Resolution was not passed. Town Attorney 
Shutt stated that the Resolution was just administrative paperwork that might be required for any 
reimbursement, but the Local State of Emergency declared at the June 6, 2020 meeting would 
have still been valid. 

Vice Mayor Coz moved to adopt Resolution 2020-14; seconded by Commissioner Besler. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

STAFF REPORTS 
3. Town Manager 

Town Manager Stevens thanked all those that attended the meeting physically and was glad to 
have the public be physically present for the meetings. 

Town Manager Stevens advised that her report was included in the meeting package, and 
reported on the following: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Beaches re-opened on May 18th and the crowds had been pretty light most of the week 
due to inclement weather. All in all, people seem to be remaining cautious and properly 
social distancing, but reminded everyone about the importance of following the CDC 
guidelines so we don't experience a surge in cases. 
Town Hall will be re-opening to the public on June 1st. Safe and efficient operations 
within the Town of Ocean Ridge was necessary at all times for the safe and successful 
transition back to normal operations. Although staff would be available to answer 
questions, there will be a protective barrier between staff and the public, and all 
paperwork will be submitted utilizing the drop off box at the entrance to Town Hall so it 
can be properly sanitized. The public was asked to bring their own pen, and hand 
sanitizer will be available and must be used before approaching the counter. Facial 
coverings shall be worn by the public and staff, with the mouth and nose properly 
covered. Anyone refusing to wear a facial covering will be prohibited from entering the 
building, and should call Town Hall for assistance. Due to limited space, only one 
customer will be served at a time, and 6 foot distancing marks on the floor will be 
utilized. Persons who are sick shall not enter the Town Hall building, and should call 
Town Hall for assistance. She thanked the public for your patience through this 
transition as we continue to provide a safe environment for the public and our 
employees. 
She attended a meeting held by the Federal Aviation Administration regarding their 
plans to modernize procedures and improve air traffic flows over South-Central Florida 
including Palm Beach International Airport and other local airports in our area including 
Boca and Fort Lauderdale. They were not proposing to make many changes to existing 
air traffic flow, and the slightly adjusted air traffic routes should not impact Ocean 
Ridge. Recent studies indicate that there will be no repo1iable noise impact on Ocean 
Ridge or any neighboring communities. They are not changing runway configurations, 
and they will be implementing higher altitude routes. The FAA will be holding a series 
of public workshops regarding their plans, and a list of workshop dates has been 
provided on the Town's website. 
She attended several meetings of the Coastal Resilience Pminership (CRP) over the past 
several months. The CRP represents a collaboration between the county as well as the 
municipalities of Boca Raton, Boynton Beach, Delray Beach, Highland Beach, Lake 
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Worth Beach, Lantana and Ocean Ridge. By coordinating and pooling resources, we 
have been able to save money and time by commissioning a consulting agency to 
prepare a single climate vulnerability assessment for the entire micro-region, rather than 
each municipality spending money to duplicate the same study. The partnership will also 
open the opportunity to coordinate responses to the collective climate threats. The 
vulnerability assessment study was expected to be completed by the spring of 2021. 
Meanwhile, the CRP was offering outreach training workshops in the county facilitated 
by The CLEO Institute. These workshops have included a Mayor & Manager's 
Roundtable, and training for staff as well as for elected officials and other executive 
level participants. A third workshop for community stakeholders was scheduled in June. 

• She congratulated the graduates of the Class of 2020. 

4. Town Attorney 
Town Attorney Shutt advised that there was no report. 

5. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report was included in the meeting package 
and includes monthly police department statistics. He also informed that Fire Station #1 on 
Boynton Beach Blvd was officially opened and staffed, and would help reduce the response time 
for the Northern section of the Town. He also informed that it was publicly dedicated without a 
large gathering due to COVID-19. He stated that the Police Department was monitoring all the 
events that were happening in the surrounding areas and he anticipated the continuation of 
peaceful protests. He recommended for residents to seek alternate routes for easy travel if they 
see a large crowd. 

Vice Mayor Coz inquired about the possibility of installing a technology that would heat up the 
Police vehicles and kill any viruses or bacteria. Chief Hutchins stated that the technology could 
be installed into the Ford vehicles; however, Ford had not provided a cost or information on how 
it would impact police equipment. He further stated that he had a representative looking into the 
possibility of installing. 

Chief Hutchins reminded the public that everyone should still practice social distances and wear 
face coverings due to CO VID-19. He informed that the numbers of infected had increased in 
Boynton Beach and asked the public to be careful. 

6. Building Official 
Town Manger Stevens advised that the Building Department report was included in the meeting 
package. There were no questions from Commissioners. 

Commissioner Besler asked if public comment was called earlier in the meeting, and Mayor de 
Haseth confirmed that it was. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 
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own Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on July 6, 2020. 
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